Recently, expandable metalic stents have been used to hold the lumen of large vessels, the bile duct, urinary tract, and so on. A rare case of tracheo-gastric tube fistula caused by an expandable metalic stent was reported.
A 61-year-old male underwent an operation for thoracic esophageal cancer and his thoracic esophagus was reconstructed using a gastric tube.
After the operation, a tracheo-gastric tube fistula was caused by a peptic ulcer of the gastric tube, followed by atelectasis of the left lung. Expandable metalic stents were inserted into his trachea and left main bronchus. Since a part of one of these stents penetrated the ulcer into the gastric tube lumen, the fistula did not close spontaneously. After cutting this part of the stent using a specially designed forceps through hard esophagoscopy, the fistula closed. 
